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Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church!   
 

Congregational responses are in bold print 
 

We welcome all our visitors, members, friends and family to this evening’s celebration of   
the Word and Sacrament. We gather each week to worship, study and share fellowship so  
we can joyfully serve others. We especially welcome those new to our worship. If you are  

looking for a church home, we would love to tell you more about Grace! Please fill in a  
visitor card and place it in the offering plate.  

We ask that all who commune fill in a communion card.  
We have Gluten Free Communion Wafers available on plates beside the tray of grape juice.  

 
Restrooms:  Located to your left as you face the rear of the church. 

 
During worship, you'll notice parts of the service in regular type, which are spoken/prayed  
by various worship leaders.  Then there are the parts you and the rest of the congregation  

respond and/or pray in bold type.  All of us are participants as we worship God!  When  
asked to stand, please do so as you are able.  

 As Jesus welcomed all in the crowds who gathered around him, so he welcomes us. 

 

The Triduum 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 2, 2026 

7:00 p.m.  
Holy Communion 

Beginning on Page 3 
 
 

Good Friday 
April 3, 2026 

7:00 p.m. 
Beginning on Page 18 

 
 

Vigil of Easter 
April 4, 2026 

Page 31 

 
 

We are deeply grateful for the ministry of our Director of Music, 
Mike Myers, our Choir Soloists, Assisting Ministers, Readers,  

Altar Guild, and all who are serving this Holy Week. 
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Maundy Thursday  
Service of The Word 

Holy Communion 
 

April 2, 2026 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Maundy Thursday is the beginning of the Three Days—the ancient observance  
of the mystery of our salvation, which plunges the faithful into the death of 

Jesus and brings them with him to resurrection life.   The Three Days are one  
liturgy extending from Thursday evening through the Easter Vigil. 

 
The Maundy Thursday liturgy has four significant actions.  First, the  

confession of sins and announcement of forgiveness brings to a conclusion  
the Lenten discipline of repentance that began on Ash Wednesday.  Second,  

in obedience to Jesus' command to his disciples, we offer foot washing as Jesus  
"set an example."  Third, we celebrate our meal of deliverance, taking our place  
at the supper Jesus shared with his disciples on this night.  Fourth, we strip the  
altar, remembering symbolically Jesus "stripped of his power and glory...now  

in the hands of his captors" (Manual on the liturgy, LBW page 320). 
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Welcome 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle against  
sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the  
struggle to which we were called at baptism.  
 
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the  
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor,  
and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
 
Following the invitation, all keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
We sit. People may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. 
 
The minister, laying both hands on each person’s head, addresses each in turn. 

 
In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 
Amen 
 
Assembly song and other music may accompany the laying on of hands.  We stand. 

 
 
Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Gathering 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is kept. 

 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment,  
to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will  
to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who  
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
First Reading:  Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
 
A reading from Exodus: 
 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the  
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation  
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in  
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  
 
11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the  
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human  
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The  
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over  
you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Word 
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Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
 
1 I love the Lord because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 
2 Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
 
12 What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord; 
14 I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 
16 O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 
 You have loosed my bonds. 
17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord. 
18 I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord!  
 

 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the  
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke  
it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same  
way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread  
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from  
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them  
to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to  
betray him.  And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his  
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took  
off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and  
began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7Jesus  
answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8Peter  
said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have  
no share with me." 9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands  
and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except  
for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." 11For he knew  
who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 
 
12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 
 to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord — and you  
are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you  
also ought to wash one another's feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should  
do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master,  
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are  
blessed if you do them.  
 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has  
been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself  
and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look  
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  
34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you  
also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you  
have love for one another."  
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon Pastor Sandy Wisco
 
                                            
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
 
Musical Selection:  “Think of Me and Remember” Joel Raney 
 
 
Foot Washing 
 
We sit 
 

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he has  
loved us.  We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to  
be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant.  Our commitment to this loving  
service is significant in the washing of feet, following the example our Lord gave us on  
the night before his death. 
 
Pastor washing feet will remove the stole as a remembrance of Jesus removing his outer  
garment.    
 
You may come forward to one of two foot washing stations located at the front of the worship 
space.  Sit at either station, remove your footwear, and your feet will be washed as Jesus  
commanded.  
 
Return to your seat by the side or center aisle.  
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another, let us bring  
our prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Each portion of the prayers end with these or similar words 

 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen us by your  
Spirit to love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 
 



10 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 
Preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give  
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.  You gather your people around the tree  
of the cross, transforming death into life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the  
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending  
hymn: 

Meal 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You are most holy, and great is the  
majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in  
him may not perish but have eternal life.  We give thanks for his coming into the world  
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the  
forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death  
until he comes. 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O  
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our  
praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and  
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood  
of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and receiving the forgiveness of sin,  
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now  
and forever. 
Amen 
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Lord's Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Communion 
 
We sit.  
 
OUR LORD BIDS YOU WELCOME TO THIS HOLY MEAL! At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes  
faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.  Here we receive Christ’s body and blood and  
God’s gifts of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation to be received by faith for the strengthening of faith.  In this  
sacrament the crucified and risen Christ is present, giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real  
presence is a mystery. Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord — regardless of Church  
denomination — to those who are baptized. (Taken from the ELCA statement on worship. The Use and Means  
of Grace ©1997) 
 
Ushers will invite you to come down the center aisle.  We commune at the railing, filling up the  
rail from the center out.  Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available on the center table as  
you come forward, or you may receive the bread and wine from the Pastor and/or Communion  
Assistants. You may kneel or stand at the railing. The Pastor or assisting minister will announce  
“the body of Christ” as you receive/eat the bread/wafer, then the Communion Assistant will  
announce "the blood of Christ" as you receive/drink the wine/grape juice.  Place your empty cup  
in the trays at the end of the railing, and return to your seat via the side aisle.    

 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands.  

 
 
The Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray. 
  
Lord Jesus,  
in a wonderful sacrament 
you strengthen us with the saving power 
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
May this sacrament of your body and blood 
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
will show forth in the way we live, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Stripping of the Altar 
 
 
Psalm 22 
 
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
 
2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
 and by night, but find no rest. 
 
3Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 
4In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
 
5To you they cried, and were saved; 
 in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 
6But I am a worm, and not human; 
  scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
 
7All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me,  
 they shake their heads; 
 
8Commit your cause to the LORD;  
 let him deliver — let him rescue the one in whom he delights!" 
 
9Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
 you kept me safe on my mother's breast. 
 
10On you I was cast from my birth, 
 and since my mother bore me  
 you have been my God. 
 
11Do not be far from me, for trouble is near 
 and there is no one to help. 
 
12Many bulls encircle me, 
 strong bulls of Bashan 
 surround me; 
 
13they open wide their mouths at me, 
 like a ravening and roaring lion. 
 
14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; 
 my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 
 
15My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
 and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
 you lay me in the dust of death. 
 
 
Continued 
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16For dogs are all around me; a company of evildoers encircles me. 
 My hands and feet have shriveled; 
 
17I can count all my bones. 
 They stare and gloat over me; 
 
18they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots. 
 
19But you, O LORD, do not be far away! 
 O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
 
20Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog! 
 
21Save me from the mouth of the lion!  
 From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
 
22I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
 
23You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
 All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him,  
 all you offspring of Israel! 
 
24For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 
 he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him. 
 
25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
 my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
 May your hearts live forever! 
 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
 and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 
 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 
 
29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 
 
30Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the LORD, 
 
31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.  
 
 
The blessing and dismissal are omitted.  All depart in silence. 
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Thank you to all who assisted with the services: 

 

 
Altar Guild: Jean Morgan 

Assisting Minister: Eric Hilker 

Communion Assistants: Donna Gum 

 Linda Meyer 

Foot Washing Assistant: Pastor Sandy Wisco 

Offering Steward:   Pat Brady  

Ushers: Rick Bump 

 Gail Johnson  

            

Director of Music:  Mike Myers 

Technology Assistance: Owen Keefer 
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Good Friday—Tenebrae 
April 3, 2026 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

This day is the second portion of the liturgy of the Three Days, which extends  
from Maundy Thursday through the Easter Vigil. As the church gathers to  

remember the death of Jesus, we focus not only upon the agony of the cross  
but especially upon God's power of love through the crucified Christ. Even more,  

we "lift high the cross" as the sign of God's triumph over sin, death, and evil. 
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Welcome 
 
We gather in silence.  Then, the congregation stands. 

 
Confession of Faith (adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also true man,  
born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.  He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person. 
 
Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.  
 Oh come, let us worship him. 
 
He has purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not  
with silver and gold, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 
 
Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.   
Oh come, let us worship him. 
 
He has done all this in order that I may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom and serve  
him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
 
This is most certainly true. 
 
Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.   
 
Oh come, let us worship him. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was  
willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the  
cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
We sit. 
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The First Word:  “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  
   
 Isaiah 53:3 and Luke 23:32-38 
 
 Hymn:  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” ELW #337, Verses 1-3 

 

Word 
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The Second Word:  “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

Isaiah 53:12 and Luke 23:39-43 
 
Hymn:  “Christ the Life Of All the Living” ELW #339 
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The Third Word:  “Woman, here is your son.  Here is your mother.” 
 

Isaiah 53:6 and John 19:23-27 
 
Hymn:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” ELW #338 
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The Fourth Word:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

Psalm 22:1-2 and Mark 15:33-34 
 
Hymn:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” ELW #351, Verses 1-3 
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The Fifth Word:  “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
 

Isaiah 53:8-9 and Luke 23:44-46a 
 
Hymn:  “Go To Dark Gethsemane” ELW #347, Verses 1-3 
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The Sixth Word:  “I am thirsty.” 
 
Psalm 69:19-21 and John 19:28-29 
 
Hymn:  “Ah, Holy Jesus” ELW #349, Verses 1-3 
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The Seventh Word:  “It is finished.” 
 

Isaiah 53:4-5 and John 19:30-42 
 
Hymn:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ELW #324 

 
The Christ Candle is removed from the worship space. 
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Bidding Prayer 
 
The assembly kneels or sits.  Silence for prayer follows each bid.   

 
Let us pray for the holy church throughout the world. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
Almighty and eternal God, 
you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 
By your Holy Spirit guide the church 
and gather it throughout the world. 
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 
and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for our bishops, Bishop Yehiel Curry and Bishop Phyllis Milton, for our pastors,  
and for all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
Almighty and eternal God, 
your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, 
other ministers, and lay leaders. 
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, 
and help each of us in our various vocations 
to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism. 
Give them new birth as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for all who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 
Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Continued 
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Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 
Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 
may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 
all those who call out to you under different names. 
Bring an end to inter-religious strife, 
and make us more faithful witnesses 
of the love made known to us in your Son. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 
so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 
Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 
in the world and in the lives of Christians, 
and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for God's creation. 
 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care 
and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, 
so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 
and a share in the goodness of your creation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Continued 
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Let us pray for those in need. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you give strength to the weary 
and new courage to those who have lost heart. 
Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 
free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 
and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, 
that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
 
All pray the Lord's Prayer. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Procession of the Cross 
 
A large cross is carried in procession through the church and placed before the assembly.   
The assembly faces the cross as it is brought forward. 
 
The following dialogue is sung as the procession begins, the assembly echoing the leader. 
 
Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 

The dialogue is sung a second time at the midpoint of the procession. 
 

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 

The dialogue is sung a third time at the end of the procession. 
 

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
Worshipers may come forward and kneel in prayer at the railing or on the steps around the  
cross as we continue the Adoration of the Cross. 
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Adoration of the Cross 
 
Silence for Meditation 

 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection,  
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
May God be merciful and bless us;  
may the light of God's face shine upon us. 
 
Let your way be known upon earth,  
your saving health among all nations. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord,  
and we praise your holy resurrection, for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
Let the peoples praise you,  
O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 
May God give us blessing,  
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 
We glory in your cross,  
O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, for by your cross joy has come  
into the world. 
 
After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues. 

 
We adore you, O Christ, | and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
All depart in silence.  
 
*If you have brought an offering you may place it on the table at the entrance to the Nave. 
 
 

 

Thank you to all who assisted with the service: 

 
Presiding: Ron Almarode  

Assisting Minister: Brian Lundstrom 

Offering Steward:   Jean Morgan  

Usher: Gail Johnson 

Director of Music:  Mike Myers 

Technology Assistance: Owen Keefer 
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Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Vigil  

Service of The Word 
 

April 4, 2026 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Grace members are invited to attend Easter Vigil 
Service at  Zion Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m.   
The service begins in their cemetery and then  
moves into the sanctuary which includes Holy  

Communion.  After the service, you are invited to 
break the “fast” by bringing a chocolate dessert to 

share at the reception after the service. 
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The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 

Sunday, April 5, 2026 
 

8:30 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 
 

10:00 a.m.  Holy Communion/  
  Resurrection Celebration 
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