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Matthew 21:9 — "The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted, 'Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!"™

As | write this, Palm Sunday and Holy Week are upon us. Palm Sunday was a profound
indication of change, marking the transition from Jesus’s public ministry to his final week

of suffering, death, and resurrection. Palm Sunday symbolizes Jesus Christ’s triumphant
entry into Jerusalem, marking the start of Holy Week. It represents his recognized role as
King and Messiah, his humility in riding a donkey rather than a warhorse, and his impending
victory over death, while also foreshadowing his passion and crucifixion. We can only
imagine the human emotions our Lord experienced at that time of change. Was it courage,
fear, humility, love, what must he have been feeling?

As we continue to work through the Pastoral Call process, many of us are experiencing a
variety of human emotions like fear, frustration, sadness, as well as hopeful anticipation,
courage, and love for each other. Itis a time that requires us to dig deep and rely on our
commitment to our Lord, to Grace, our community and each other. We may find ourselves
doubting or nervous about what is to come. However God has promised us over and over
about his love and care for us, all of us!

Continued
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Please know that Church Council and the Call Committee are continuing to diligently work
through the call process. You helped to complete the survey, which demonstrated to us
your desire for a pastor that can lead us by holding effective worship, supporting our youth,
sharing the gospel, supporting those in crisis, write and communicate effectively, provide
leadership to Grace programs, and facilitate support for the community. The survey results
allowed us to complete and post our Ministry Site Profile (MSP). We now have received our
first applicant for the position of Pastor at Grace and the Call Committee will proceed to vet
our first candidate! What a blessing indeed!

| ask that we all have extra patience with each other and with the process as well as
appreciation and care for our various supply pastors and experiencing new and different
sermon styles. Please continue to pray for Grace, for the Call Committee, our applicants,
and that God’s will be done here at Grace.

Blessings to you all.

In peace, Allison

Jeremiah 29:11—"For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future."

For I know
the plans I have
for you,
declares the LLORD,
plans for welfare
and not for evil,

to W()U a future
— A ¢“2/2/.
Jeremiah 29:11




Palm Sunday—March 29

10:15 a.m. Begin with Outdoor Palm Sunday
Gathering and Procession with other
local congregations.

10:30 a.m. Worship and Holy Communion,

Rev. Walter “Chip” Bouzard Presiding.

Maundy Thursday—April 2

7:00 p.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion, Foot Washing,
Stripping of the Altar, Rev. Sandy Wisco Presiding.

Good Friday—April 3—Tenebrae Service

7:00 p.m. Adoration of the Cross—Ron Almarode will lead the Service
and Brian Lundstrom will be the Assisting Minister.

Easter Vigil—April 4

Grace members are invited to attend Easter Vigil Service at
Zion Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. The service begins in their
cemetery and then moves into the sanctuary which

includes Holy Communion. Donna Gum has been asked to
read one of the Lessons. After the service, you are invited to
break the “fast” by bringing a chocolate dessert to share at the
reception after the service.

Easter Sunday—April 5

8:30 a.m. Before the 10:00 a.m. worship service, Grace will be hosting our
Easter Breakfast . Please plan to join in fellowship on this
celebration day. Children, members, etc. are asked to
bring flowers and greenery to share for the Easter
Cross.

Breakfast will be a potluck, please consider bringing a favorite
dish. A sign-up sheet is on the back table in the Nave. For
more information you can contact Donna Yobs at (650)
248-4882 or dmyobs@yahoo.com or Gigi Werner Winslow at
(571) 970-8909 or wernerwinslow@googlemail.com

10:00 a.m.The Resurrection of Our Lord Service with Holy Communion,
Rev. Colleen Hetrick, Preaching and Presiding.
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Supply Pastors

April 2—Maundy Thursday, April 12—Second Sunday of Easter

Pastor Sandy Wisco attended Trinity Lutheran Seminary followed by a
first Call to Reading, PA in 2003. Sandy came to VA to serve as Pastor at

St. Mark Lutheran Church in Charlottesville August 2008 - December 2016.
After retiring, she served as Interim Pastor at Grace and Glory in Palmyra
for a couple of years. She also served as Dean for the Germanna Conference
for a few years, and she recently concluded as Vice Pastor at Stony Man
Lutheran Parish in Luray.

April 3—Good Friday

Ron Almarode

April 5—Easter Sunday Visiting Pastors

Pastor Colleen Hetrick serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for
Leadership Development and Digital Ministry. She graduated from
Roanoke College and the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.
She has served congregations in Virginia and Indiana and was a missionary
teacher with the ELCA in Poland. Pastor Colleen enjoys stitching of all
kinds and loves to watch, listen to, and read stories.

April 26—Fourth Sunday of Easter

Rev. Bob Meckley is father to Kate Van Bremen and grandfather to
Raegan. He attended Capital University and Trinity Lutheran Seminary
and earned his PhD from Miami University. He has been engaged in
Pastoral ministry for 47 years. He has served Congregations in Montana,
Ohio and Indiana and is presently serving a 3 Point parish in Indiana.

Continued



é - Rise Against Hunger Event Revised Date—This year’s
RQ‘S Rise Against Hunger Food Packing Event will be Saturday,
September 19, from 10:30 to 12:30 at Kate Collins
Middle School in Waynesboro. Last year, we had 21
churches participate and over 37,000 meals were packed. Save the date for
this year’s event. More information will be provided as we get closer to the
September date.

AGAINST HUNGER

Love INC.—Support Grace will be providing dinner for
\ Y/ /A Love INC. on Tuesday, April 14th. Love INC. provides
§ / Change Your Life classes which are offered to individuals
s, and families in the Staunton, Waynesboro and Augusta
County area. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m. before the classes
begin. We will be feeding approximately 120 people. If you
would like more information or could help, please contact Gwen Kite at
540-910-0508.

Lay Ministry Academy—I am at the midpoint of the Hebrew
Bible Class. The class spent some time in Genesis and Exodus
and we are now in the Promised Land of Canaan. Tonight’s class
will delve into the story of Joshua and will examine the Judges,
story of Deborah and conclude with the story of Samson and
L&bors Delilah. By the end of March when class concludes, we will

have read about Samuel, David, Solomon, the defeat and exile
of Israel, the end of the Babylonian Captivity, and the Temple Rebuild. In
addition to the readings and attending the weekly two-hour class, I was
required to write a paper on my Cultural Identity. After Easter, I will study
the New Testament through the end of May. I appreciate the support and
prayers of the congregation. One member came up to me and said, “Donna,
you’ll make a fine Lay Minister.” Donna Gum

Food Pantry Collections: A huge thanks to everyone as you
continue to bring food for the food bank box near the office.
Your donations are much appreciated. To date, we have
collected over 5,561 pounds of food (we have made fifty-seven
deliveries, twenty-seven to Main Street United Methodist, and
thirty to Calvary United Methodist, Stuarts Draft). New
Notice!!! There is a need for diapers, especially sizes 3-6.

All diapers will be, and have been, delivered to Calvary United
Methodist. In addition, 20 pounds of condiments have been delivered to the
Bread Basket.




Volunteer Opportunity! for knitters/crocheters...to
make 36" x 48" (ish) lap blankets for area nursing homes. I
can provide yarn, if needed. For more information, call/email

Jrocne ity Kathy Meicke 540-470-0588 or melckewc@outlook com
Thank You!
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Ak For more information on Virginia Synod events, please
visit https://vasynod.org/ for more information on any
me,ma Lutherqm of the following events:

April 24, 2026 until April 25 (Friday evening to Saturday
late afternoon), 2026 at Epiphany Lutheran in Richmond. Synod Youth Ministry
Summit—The Virginia Synod Youth Ministry Summit is Sponsored by the Virginia
Synod Lutheran Youth Organization, this is an overnight gathering of
congregational youth representatives to review the previous year’s events
and provide input on the Synod’s Youth Ministry program.

The Virginia Synodical Women’s

2026 VSWO Co!

Organization (VSWO) Convention will be
///; / /”(4// _ June11to 13, 2026.
" e Convention Without Walls (fun and inspiring
5270l on Charch ° activities)
Abingdon, VA . .
e Meeting with Conferences

Saddle up and join us for a faith-f

BBQ Picnic

Ice Cream Social

Abingdon Attractions

Service Project — Mended Women

Bishop Attending

We hope you can attend (AND bring a friend!).

==l Kairos is our annual week-long faith sharing
%:’J‘.L’é’lf?éff&’. event for youth who will be in gth-12th grades in
| the fall! This year’s event will take place June 21-26,
' 2026 (Sunday evening through Friday noon) at
Roanoke College in Salem, VA. Kairos is an event

y where youth and adults gather together for lots of singing
gl and skits and fun and friend-making and prayers, then
participants gather in small groups that meet throughout
the week. There are so many beloved features of Kairos:
event theme t-shirts, Open Talent Mic Show, faith
testimonies, comic relief, reflection time, prayer stations,
speed friending, t-shirt fashion show, and more! This
event is a chance for youth who are already committed to a life of faith to be part of
a unique Christian community for an entire week, to have a fresh experience of the
grace and presence of God in that community, and to develop habits for discipleship
that can be taken home as they live out their baptismal call to be followers of Jesus.
Unlike our weekend events (Lost & Found, Winter Celebration), congregational adult
advisors are not required to accompany youth to this event. The small group leader
staff serves as adult leaders for the week.




It's that time! Thanks for your support of 3Rs - and please let

me know if you are able to help with our field trips. These are

fun days of ... wait, wait ... then slightly controlled frenzy for
about 1 1/2 hours ... then wait, wait ... We always have fun! The students
are polite and cooperative (almost all and I'm not exaggerating).

*Volunteers should arrive at the Green Valley Book Fair about 20 minutes
Before the field trips* ... you can take a few minutes to acclimate to the
Book Fair and get your assignment.

Please let me know what date(s)/shift(s) you will be able to work as soon
as you know!!! Thanks!

Field Trips (volunteers, please arrive 20 minutes earlier than listed time)
2 trips scheduled for each of 5 days:

April 14 9:15-10:30
12:15 - 1:30

April 15 9:15-10:30
12:15-1:30

April 16 9:15-10:30
12:15 - 1:30

April 17 9:15-10:30
12:15 - 1:30

April 23 9:15-10:30
12:15 - 1:30

Assignments: 2 people to work the Social Issues aisle
1 person to work the doorway between the Children's
and Adult's buildings
2 people to work the pre-checkout tables

Continued



General Information — how all this flows!
(All schools have done this before, there are some new students/teachers.
Schools usually arrange for sufficient chaperones.)

When buses arrive, 3Rs' Mike Myers will talk to each bus to remind the
students:
o of their budget,
o they're here to pick books they want to read over the summer break,
» that book bags will be held by the school and given to the students at
the end of school.

Shopping begins! (we're looking for controlled chaos, not perfection! It's
fun!)

« students will pick books to put in their book bags provided by Green
Valley Book Fair.

o students must stay in the Children's Books building - 1 volunteer
stands at the exit to the Adult Books building to ensure our students/
chaperones know not to go over there.

e we encourage students to select books to read - no coloring books,
games, stuffed animals.

o we do not let students select books from the Social Issues aisle - 2
volunteers stand in that section and divert students to other aisles/areas.

o when students are done, they will exit to the barn area

o 2 volunteers work the pre-checkout tables -- have students empty book
bag, estimate/count book purchases to ensure they're within budget ...
A little over/under is fine. If way under - tell them to get another book!
If way over - ask them to choose which book(s) goes/go back on the
shelf (we'll re-shelve later).

o when book bag is checked and good - direct student to take books and
bag to appropriate line to checkout.

o students that are done should exit the barn - to outside; they should not
go back into the book fair.

There's plenty of time for a lunch break if volunteers work both shifts on
a day. Bring a lunch and picnic or go to a nearby place - McDonalds,
Buc-ees, Village Inn lunch buffet, Overlook Produce ...

Thank you!!! Call/text/email if you can help, or if you have any
questions! Susan 434-760-1660 sparkelmyers@gmail.com


mailto:sparkelmyers@gmail.com

Special Funds News

This is the fourth in a series of articles that are intended to “shine a light”
on the many Special Funds that exist at Grace.

This month the spotlight is on the Flower Fund. Grace accepts
contributions designated for the Flower Fund from members and/or
visitors.

The Flower Fund is used for many things:

o Contributions and payments for Easter and Christmas flowers.
The fund covers any shortages that may occur if payments exceed
contributions.

o Alter flowers on Sundays that are not covered by the flower chart.

o Flowers for the funeral services of Grace members.

o Flowers for the birthdays of Grace members who are 90 and 95.

o Wreaths and greenery for Christmas decorating.

o Palms for Easter.

If you wish to make a contribution to the Flower Fund, just designate
“Flower Fund” on your check’s memo line or write “Flower Fund” on

your offering envelope.

Ron Almarode
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Health and Wellness News
Be Prepared For Spring Weather

As we transition into spring, it is important to stay prepared for seasonal weather changes.
Spring can bring weather hazards such as thunderstorms, heavy rainfall, flooding, high winds,
hail, and even tornadoes.

Please take a moment to review these spring weather safety reminders.
Preparing for Severe Spring Weather:

e Keep an emergency kit in both your home and in your car (battery powered weather
radio, flashlight, blankets, cell phone, batteries, etc.)

o Sign up for local emergency alert notifications. (Most municipalities provide alert
notifications which will inform residents in times of crisis.)

e Monitor your local radio or television for current weather conditions and possible
severe weather.

¢ Inthe event of severe weather know the difference between storm watches and
warnings.

o Watch - A weather watch means there is the potential, or conditions exist for a
dangerous weather event.

o Warning - A weather warning means that a dangerous weather event is imminent.
Immediate action must be taken to protect life and property.

o Advisory - A weather advisory means weather conditions that are less serious
than a warning is possible. These events may cause a significant inconvenience,
and if caution is not exercised, it could lead to a situation that may be threatening
to life and property.

Continued
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When Severe Weather Strikes

Indoors

Stay away from windows.

Use flashlights if the power goes out. Have a battery-powered NOAA weather radio
on hand to monitor weather reports.

Discontinue use of landline phones and electrical equipment.

Avoid taking a shower or bath. If lightning strikes your house, it may send a current
of electricity across metal plumbing throughout the house.

Outdoors

Stay low. If possible, find shelter in a building.
Keep away from trees, tall objects, metal objects and water.
Boaters and swimmers should get to land as soon as possible.

While Driving

Reduce your speed.

Pull off to the shoulder of the road. Be sure you're away from tall objects, such as
trees, which could fall due to wind or lightning. Do not clog highway underpasses.
Turn on your emergency flashers and remain in the car until the storm passes.

Do not touch any metal objects in the car.

Never attempt to drive on roads covered by water.

In a vehicle: Being in a vehicle during a tornado is not safe. The best course of action
is to drive to the closest shelter. If you are unable to make it to a safe shelter, either
get down in your car and cover your head or abandon your car and seek shelter in a
low-lying area such as a ditch or ravine.

CBP.gov
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S
FINANCE

Finance Committee Report

We finished February with a surplus of $6,116.62. At the end of
February 2025, the deficit was $3,493.31.

There were no extraordinary expenses in February.

REPORT The Finance Committee and Council will continue to monitor the
financial health throughout 2026.

Financial Status

2026

Difference

January

-$1,514.65

February

$7.631.27

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

YTD

$6,116.62

2025

-$3,493.31

Red — Deficit Black — Surplus

The Finance Committee

Your§

Gl

matters

Allison Fink
Susan Myers

Ron Almarode
Jerry Kite

Chuck Goodrich
Vivian Proctor
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CAPR

Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday | Friday | Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
Palm 11:00 a.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m. | 10:00 a.m. |12:00 p.m. | Office CCE&J
10:15 a.m. Quilting | Prayer Group Bridge Closed | Prayer Vigil
Gathering (Fellowship (Chapel) (Fellowship @ Grace
and Hall) Hall)
Procession 11:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 7:00 Yoga
Service of Maundy p.m.
Holy Thursday Good 7:00 p.m.
Communion Service with | Friday | Easter Vigil
Rev. Walter 6:00 p.m. Holy Service with Holy
Bouzard Yoga Communion Ron Communion
Rev. Sandy | Almarode @
11:30 a.m. 6:30 p.m. Wisco Zion
Children’s Bell Choir Lutheran
Sunday |
School 7:15 p.m. f f i
Confirmation PSal\lc(gze Tm’”m%gl %@ﬁ _.agtzer
Class = P Vg
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Easter Easter Carolyn Carolyn Carolyn Office | 11:00 a.m.
Monday— | Hitein Hite in Hite in Closed Yoga
8:30 a.m. Church Church Church Church
Easter Office Office Office Office
Breakfast Closed 9:00 a.m. | 10:00 a.m. | 12:30 p.m
10:00 a.m %/\éﬁ Backpacks | Prayer Group | Bridge Club
s et (‘« A J) (Chapel) (Fellowship
Service of | & Office < 0:30 a.m. Hall)
Holy _L;.» é/Y il Bed :_J Quilting | 6:00 p.m. a
Communion 4 e ('f)j Group Yoga 5:30 p.m.
Rev. Colleen fa 2y |(Fellowship CCE&J @
Herick Ao Hall) 6:00 p.m. Panera
Community Bread
7:00 p.m. Dinner
Critical Race | 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. | 7:00 p.m.
Theory Round Bell Choir Council
Discussion Tables 7:15 p.m. Meeting
(Conference | (Fellowship Choir (Conference
Room) Hall) Practice Room)
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Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday Friday |Saturday
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 a.m.
Second Backpacks | 8:00 a.m. Office
Sunday 9:30 a.m. . Newcomers| Closed
of Easter Quilting ;O‘OO (?.m. Club 11:00
Group ra%%r r{)up (Fellowship a.m.
10:00 a.m. (Fellowship (Chapel) Hall) Yoga
Service of Hall) 10:00 a.m.
Holy Encircle
Communion (Fellowship 12:30
Rev. Sandy Hall) p-m.
Wisco Bridge Club
11:30 a.m. | (Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Grace Hall)
Children’s Women'’s
Sunday Book Group
School Stella, Bella
4:00 p.m. & Lucy’s
Confirmation Finance .
Class Committee 6'0;:);“1'
(Conference
Room) 6:00 p.m.
Community
Dinner
. 6:30 p.m.
?;O(:,(e) II)ng Bell Choir
Dinner 7:15 p.m.
Choir
Practice
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Third Carolyn | 9:00 a.m. | 10:00 a.m. 12:30 Office
Sunday Hite in Backpacks | Prayer Group p.-m. Closed
of Easter Church (Chapel) |Bridge Club 11:00
Office 9:30 a.m. 6: (Fellowship a.m.
10:00 a.m. Quilting '0;’ p.m. Hall) Yoga
Worship Group oga
Service and (Fellowship | 6:00 p.m.
Hymn Sing Hall) Community
7:00 p.m. Dinner
11:00 a.m. Critical
Children’s Race 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Thinking Bell Choir | 5:30 p.m.
School Discussion . CCE&J at
Confirmation (Conference 7'1(:5}15{;11 : Panera
Class Room) Practice Bread
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Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 2
Fourth 9:00 a.m. Office
Sunday 9:30 a.m. | Backpacks Closed 11:00
of Easter Quilting a.m.
Group 10:00 a.m. 12:30 CCE&J
10:00 a.m. (Fellowship | Prayer Group p-m. Prayer
Service of Hall) (Chapel) Bridge Club Vigil @
Holy (Fellowship Christ
Communion 6:00 p.m. Hall) Tabernacle
Rev. Bob Yoga
Meckley 11:00
6:00 p.m. a.m.
11:00 a.m. Community Yoga
Children’s Dinner
Sunday
School 6:30 p.m.
Handbells
Confirmation
Class 7:15 p.m.
Choir
Practice
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04/06
04/08
04/13
04/18
04/20
04/28

04/03
04/06
04/11

04/11

04/14
04/14
04/26

Karen Walck
Peggy Caister
Amy Warren
Maella Hilker
Trotter Franklin
BX Wilson

Brad Keefer
Jim Huerh

. G. Rankin
Sharon Lynch

Tom Carper
Donm gum
Carolyn Shields

04/07
04/12
04/18
04/18
04/24

04/06
04/09
04/11

04/11

04/14
04/19
04/29
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Birbhdays

Quinn Franklin

Isaac Denis
Jerry XKite
Jake Dolan
Roxane Myers

PRIL

~<Bapbisms

Bobby Hite
Frannie Knicely
Owen Keefer
Kiera Mahoney
Katie Morrison
Kare Van Bremen

Anne Barnes



April 2

Maundy Thursday

Preaching and
Presiding

Rev. Sandy Wisco

Altar Flowers

Altar Guild
Jean Morgan

Assisting
Minister

Eric Hilker

Communion
Assistant

Linda Meyer

Council Person
of the Week

Allison Fink
Offering Stewards
Pat Brady

Ushers
Rick Bump

Gail Johnson

April 3
Good Friday

Preaching and
Presiding

Ron Almarode

Altar Flowers

Altar Guild
No Communion

Assisting
Minister

Brian Lundstrom

Communion
Assistant

Council Person
of the Week

Allison Fink
Offering Stewards

Jean Morgan

Ushers

Gail Johnson

April 5
Easter Sunday

Preaching and
Presiding

Rev. Colleen Hetrick
Altar Flowers

Gail Johnson

Altar Guild

Assisting
Minister

Communion
Assistant

Carolyn Hite

Council Person
of the Week

Linda Meyer
Offering Stewards
Pat Brady
Proctors
Ushers
Rick Bump

Linda Meyer



April 12

Second Sunday of Easter

Preaching and
Presiding

Rev. Sandy Wisco

Altar Flowers

David & Nancy Schwiesow

Altar Guild

Assisting
Minister

Allison Fink

Communion
Assistant

Council Person
of the Week

Susan Myers
Offering Stewards
Pat Brady
Jean Morgan
Ushers
Pat Brady
Jerry Kite

April 19

Third Sunday of Easter

Preaching and
Presiding

Hymn Sing—
No Communion

Altar Flowers

Pat Giesen

Altar Guild

Assisting
Minister

Linda Meyer

Communion
Assistant

Council Person
of the Week

Jim Nelson
Offering Stewards
Pat Brady
David Proctor
Ushers
Karen Walck
Rew Walck
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April 26
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Preaching and
Presiding

Rev. Bob Meckley

Altar Flowers
Chuck & Judi Goodrich
Altar Guild

Assisting
Minister

Donna Gum

Communion
Assistant

Raegan Van Bremen

Council Person
of the Week

Kate Van Bremen
Offering Stewards
Pat Brady
Vivian Proctor
Ushers
Ron Almarode

Ron Myer
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facebook.com/gelc.elca
instagram.com/gelc.waynesboro
flickr.com/gracewaynesboro

youtube.com/

GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro

www.gracelutheranwaynesboro.org.

Email: Grace.lc@comcast.net
Telephone: 540.949.6171

Church Office Hours

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

-‘ Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

A Community of Servants Sharing in the Word and Wark of Jesus.”

(Closed for Lunch 11:30 — 12:30 p.m.)

Friday: Closed

20

Church Staff

Mike Myers
Organist
Director of Music
Email: mickhdking@aol.com

Nancy Dowdy

Administrative Secretary
Fmail: Grace.lc@comcast.net


http://www.gracelutheranwaynesboro.org

