2025 Mission Endowment Fund Grants
Approved by Congregation Council 

The Haven Kitchen grant was for $375 to provide day shelter providing a a safe and welcoming place for people experiencing homelessness and poverty.  From Alleviating Hunger.

Project Grows grant was for $727.  Project Grows is dedicated to addressing food insecurity by launching mobile market locations in underserved neighborhoods.  From Alleviating Hunger.

ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response – Middle East Crisis grant was for $515.  The grant was to support the work of Lutheran Disaster Response in the many needs relating to the crisis in the Middle East generally and the famine in Gaza specifically.  From Alleviating Hunger.

Mision San Felipe Educa, Costa Rica grant was for $338 to support an outreach ministry to the “poorest of the poor” in the community by establishing a community garden. From Alleviating Hunger.  

Love, Inc. grant was for $2,824 to support the Change Your Life classes voucher program providing tangible, incentive-based support to neighbors as they work toward personal transformation.  From The Grace Fund.

HERO of Waynesboro grant was for $2,850 to provide aid for community emergency housing and utility needs for those at risk of eviction or utility cut-off.  From The Grace Fund.

Waynesboro Public Schools Backpack Program grant was $750 to purchase food for backpacks.  From The Grace Fund.

Blue Ridge Legal Services grant was for $2,000 to aid community legal needs, especially for vulnerable populations.  From The Grace Fund.

[bookmark: _Hlk207276845]Books Behind Bars grant was for $1,000 to provide free books to incarcerated persons in the Virginia Prison System.  From The Grace Fund.

Church World Service – Harrisonburg grant was for $2,500 to serve and advocate for refugees, asylum seekers, unaccompanied children and immigrants in the Shenandoah Valley.  This organization provided critical services in relocating the Madawa family.  From The Grace Fund.

Lifeworks Project River City Breadbasket grant was for $550 to support expansion of programs serving the community and/or the purchase of their building.  From The Grace Fund.

Nicaraguan Brothers/Sisters in Ometepe and Managua grant was for $1,000 to continue assistance to workers affected by the closure of CICRIN.  From The Grace Fund.

Waynesboro Symphony Orchestra String School grant was for $2,500 to purchase violins to give to 20 Boys and Girls Club (B&GC) members in Waynesboro and Staunton, provide sheet music and other teaching aids and employ a teacher who gives group lessons; all this at no cost to the students. The young boys and girls generally are at risk, and typically are from families of limited means. Violin classes bring together students from different backgrounds, varied ages, cultures and interests. From The Grace Fund.

Valley Program for Aging Services grant was $574 to fund Meals on Wheels.  From Social Ministry.

Shenandoah Valley LGBTQ+ grant was for $375 to encourage greater diversity and inclusion.  From Social Ministry.

Lutheran Indian Ministries grant was for $262 to seek to bring hope and healing of the Gospel of Christ to American Indians and Alaska Native People.  From Social Ministry.

Virginia Synod grant was for $1,500 to pay for Donna Gum to enter the Lay Ministry Academy in order to be equipped to teach and preach at Grace and other churches in the Virginia Synod. From Seminary/Missionary Education and Christian Education. 

[bookmark: _Hlk207277993]The Grace Lutheran Music Program grant was for $2,000 to provide stipends for instrumentalists, organists and vocalists for the Fall Festival of Hymns.  From the Special Music Fund.

The Grace Lutheran Music Program grant was for $1,250 to retain a Brass Ensemble to perform with our Choir during Grace’s Easter service.  From the Special Music Fund.  

  
