Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

August 31, 2025

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
500 South Wayne Avenue, Waynesboro, VA 22980

A community of servants sharing in the
word and work of Jesus.



Service of the Word and Holy Communion

(Based on Evangelical Luthevan Worship, Jay Beech Setting)
Congregational responses are in bold print

We welcome all our visitors, members, friends and family to this morning’s celebration of
the Word and Sacrament. We gather each week to worship, study and share fellowship so
we can joyfully serve others. We especially welcome those new to our worship. If you are
looking for a church home, we would love to tell you more about Grace! Please fill in a
visitor card and place it in the offering plate.
We ask that all who commune fill in a communion card.
We have Gluten Free Communion Wafers available.
Please inform Communion Assistant of your need.

Restrooms: Located to your left as you face the rear of the church.

During worship, you'll notice parts of the service in regular type, which are spoken/prayed
by various worship leaders. Then there are the parts you and the rest of the congregation
respond and/or pray in bold type. All of us are participants as we worship God! When
asked to stand, please do so as you are able.

As Jesus welcomed all in the crowds who gathered around him, so he welcomes us.
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Gloria Patri KI’
!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

Welcome and Announcements

Temple Talk—Mission Endowment Fund




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of = Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Gathering Song: “O God Beyond All Praising”
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise

ILet Us Go to the House of the Lord

I Was Glad
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Called from ev - 'ry na - tion, calledfrom ev - 'ry race,
Here the poor are wel-comed, here the lost are claimed,
Words thatmust be spo - ken, grace thatmust be heard,

W N =

gath-ered here for wor-ship in this ho - 1ly place;
Bro-ken lives are mend-ed, deep - est fears arc named;
Mer -cy and for-give-ness from God'sho - ly Word,
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Here, in Christ, we all be - long.
Shout - ed out in Je -  sus' name.

Text and music written ndgicdpsed] |§M89 7. Used by permission.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We sit. uc‘\ﬁe%?&”x
DO JUSTICE ...

Word Love /éz/% dne 55 ...

WALK HUMBLY
)
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First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7a

A reading from Proverbs:

MICAH 6:8
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence ‘\c)cw%a",
or stand in the place of the great, b A ﬁnﬂ

’afor it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 112

' Praise the LORD!
Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his commandments.
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever.
4They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
51tis well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice.
& For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever.
" They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD.
8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
9 They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor.
10 The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away;
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing.

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

A reading from Hebrews:

' Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. * Remember those who are in prison,

as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you
yourselves were being tortured. “ Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed
be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. > Keep your lives free
from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never
leave you or forsake you.” © So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”

Continued



"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith. ¢ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. > Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that confess his name. ¢ Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

We stand.

ltic Alleluia
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Finian O'Carroll and Christopher Walker. admin, OCF Publications




Gospel: Luke 14:1,7-14
The holy gospel according to St. Luke:
Glory to you, O Lord.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a
meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. ¢ “When
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, ®and the host who invited
both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you
would start to take the lowest place. ' But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will
be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. "' For all who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. ** But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. '* And you will be blessed because they cannot
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children Sermon Pastor Paul Pingel
Sermon Pastor Paul Pingel
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

We stand.

Hymn of the Day: “As We Gather at Your Table” #522




Apostles’ Creed

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

“Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved.”

Mark 1616, NIV ‘—W"R
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Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
Each portion of the prayers end with these or similar words.

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, saying, "Peace be with you," or

We sit.

Meal

similar words.
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Offertory Response: “God’s Love Endures For Ever”
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. M
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

12



Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
And gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love,

O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory,

now and forever.

Amen.
13
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Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.
Thanks be to God!

The Holy Communion
We sit.

OUR LORD BIDS YOU WELCOME TO THIS HOLY MEAL! At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes
faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. Here we receive Christ’s body and blood and
God's gifts of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation to be received by faith for the strengthening of faith. In this
sacrament the crucified and risen Christ is present, giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real
presence is a mystery. Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord — regardless of Church
denomination — to those who are baptized. (Taken from the ELCA statement on worship. The Use and Means
of Grace ©1997)

Ushers will invite you to come down the center aisle. We commune at the railing, filling up the rail from
the center out. Grape juice is available on the center table as you come forward, or you will receive the
wine from the Communion Assistant. You may kneel or stand at the railing. Receive the bread from the
pastor or assisting minister at the railing, then the Communion Assistant will announce "the blood of
Christ" as you receive the wine/grape juice. Place your empty cup in the trays at the end of the

railing, and return to your seat via the side aisle.
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The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

For the Healing of the World

Verses 1 & 2 are sung in preparation for Holy Communion

For the Healing of the World
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Je - suslived; For the heal-ing of the world,
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Text and music by Jay Beech, ©2003. Used by permission.

One License A-714288

Communion Hymn: “Now We Join in Celebration” #462
We stand.

The Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

The Post-Communion Canticle—For the Healing of the World - Verse 3 Previous Page

Gl %fous
rqce
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Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

d. = ‘—" = . 7.-”‘#“- - &
Sending “The £oRD make s
Blessing and give you peace.”

) Niunbers 6:25-26, N1V
The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+t bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Song: “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” #769
Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Portions of this liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons. com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#20403.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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Thanks to Our Worship Assistants Today!

Altar Flowers: Chuck & Judi Goodrich
Altar Guild: Kathy Meicke
Assisting Minister: Linda Meyer
Acolyte: Tami Radecke
Communion Assistant:

Council Person of the Week: Allison Fink
Offering Stewards: Pat Brady

David Proctor

Ushers: Jack Eckstrom

Jim Nelson

Chancel flowers are given this
morning to the Glory of God
and in celebration of Chuck

Goodrich’s, Robbie Goodrich’s, Ben
Baver’s and Nicolas Bayer’s
birthdays.

Next Sunday’s Schedule and Lessons
Sunday, September 7, 2025
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
and via You Tube

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33
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Please print your new prayer concerns before worshy
on the sheet on the podium located in the back of our
¢ & Worstiip area. Please ask ushers if you need assistance.
Z 77 an effort to make the prayer list current to the life
Ford of the Grace congregation, the community and the
I} ol Our  world around us, names on the ? prayer list will vemain
T for four (2) weeks and names on the onygoing prayer
list will vemain for three (3) months. If the need is
longer term, please notify the church office.

Prayer Request for Members (Remain on List for four (4) weeks)
Chuck Goodrich David Proctor
Alexandra Spellman

Prayer Request for Relatives/Friends (Remain on List for four (4) weeks)
Maxine McKinney, Friend of Grace Mark Nichols, Friend of BK Wilson

Joys and Celebrations (Remain on List for four (4) weeks)
Rew and Karen Walck’s 45th Wedding Anniversary
David and Nancy Schwiesow are thankful for David's remarkable medical results and healing
that is a gift from God. Thank you to all for your prayers and support as the journey continues.

Ongoing Need for Prayer for Members (Remain on List for three (3) months)

Liz Ann Binns Beth Brady
Ron Knicely Lee Lynch
Vivian Proctor Bob Shumate

Ongoing Need for Prayer for Relatives/Friends (Remain on List for three (3) months)

Gary Barrette, Brother of Bob Barrette Bishop C. D. Brown, Friend of Grace
Tim Jarrell, Friend of BK Wilson Rebecca Ray, Friend of the Schwiesows
The Rosen Family, Friends of the Schwiesows The Sipe Family, Friends of Many
Michaela Spellman, Daughter of Alexandra Spellman Judy Timm, Friend of Donna Gum
Continued
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Members/Friends Grieving (Remain on List for four (4) weeks*)

Family of Manny Cabasal, Friends of BK Wilson

Prayer of Thanksgqiving for Congreqation Members Celebrating Birthdays

Kiera Mahoney (9/2)

Prayers for the World

To Cure "our warring madness" in
the destruction and merciless killing
in Gaza, the Ukraine, the Sudan, the
Congo, Myanmar.

Continued Severe Weather and
flooding and those grieving loss of
loved ones, livelihood or property.

For our nation in its 250t year; for our
faithfulness as Christ’s Church in this
land.

For many children and young adults
beginning studies at school or college,
beginning work or learning trades.

The Church

For our sisters and brothers at Christ
Tabernacle Church of God in Christ,

in their Mission, and in our partnership
through the Christian Coalition for Equity
and Justice (CCE&J).

The Virginia Synod, ELCA, Bishop
Phyllis Milton and staff.

For the newly elected Bishop of the ELCA,
the Rev. Yeheil Curry (formerly Bishop of
the Metropolitan Chicago Synod) and The
Rev. Lucille “CeCee” Mills newly elected
ELCA Secretary.

Victims of shooting at Annunciation
Church in Minneapolis, and their
friends and families and Annunciation
Congregation.

CHRI a

epucaTion

Adult Christian Education This Fall!
Thanks to many who responded to our Adult
Christian Education survey. We will meet
Sundays after worship and our topic of
study will be Reading the Bible - What is
in the Bible? How do we read it? What
does it mean that the Bible is the "source and norm" of our faith and life? We'll start

September 14t; Pastor Pingel and Pastor Mark Radecke will co-teach! Final details will be
shared next Sunday! We hope you can be a part of this opportunity to study and discuss God's

Word together!
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Ly God's Work Our Hands Sunday - Each year, Grace participates with thousands

f m% of other ELCA congregations for God's Work our Hands "week." Congregations
L *= serve in many different ways in the community and beyond. Our "God's Work
Our Hands" service event is Rise Against Hunger! On Sunday September 7th,
we will pray specifically for our participation, and hold up this ELCA time
of serving.

Rise Against Hunger Event September 13— Our Rise

\6’ ‘ Against Hunger Community Food Packing Event will be held
on Saturday, September 13, at Kate Collins Middle School in
\’ Waynesboro. Currently, we have 16 area churches who have

AGAINST HUNGER signed up to join us in this year's event and we expect that

we will have a few more churches to join us. We are hoping
to be able to pack between 32,000 to 40,000 meals. There are a variety of work stations for the event
with both sitting or standing. There is an opportunity for all ages to help. There will be several sign up
sheets in the Nave. There will be three opportunities for you to help and they are as follows:
1. Setup for the Event from 8:30 to 10:30
2. Food packing from 10:30 to 12:30
3. Clean up and take down at the end of the event from 12:30 to 1:30

If you have any questions, or need additional information, please contact Jerry Kite.

p.m. The route will follow the Greenway and will be out and

ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP ATATIME back, so you can do all of the 2 mile route (4 miles total) or just
a portion. Our Grace Lutheran team page is active at www.crophungerwalk.org/waynesborova to sign
up as a walker or donate to our team. We would love to add some more walkers to our team.  Our
fundraising goal is $1550 in celebration of the 50t year. Last year we collected $1,466 so | know we
can achieve this goal. The local goal is $20,000 for all teams. Twenty five percent of the money
collected locally will stay in our community benefitting VPAS Meals on Wheels, Blue Ridge Area Food
Bank and Disciples’ Kitchen. More people in our community will be using these resources with the
impending cuts in benefits. The remaining money collected benefits the work of Church World Service,
an international multi-denominational organization working to provide disaster relief aid, refugee
resettlement services and food security wherever it is needed. Karen Walck will be available in the
narthex on August 31, September 7 and September 21 to accept donations or answer questions.

» CROP Walk 2025 - This year the Waynesboro/East Augusta
CROP Walk is celebrating it’s 50t year! The event will be held
- September 21 and will start at North Park in Waynesboro
beginning with registration at 1:30 p.m. and walk starts at 2:00

L 1]
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http://www.crophungerwalk.org/waynesborova

Temple Talk—We will hear from David Schwiesow, Chair of the Mission Endowment
1 ‘_ Committee, about remaining funds from which you can provide proposals for their use.

The Grace Women’s Book Group will begin a new year of meetings on

September 24 at 11:30 at Stella, Bella, and Lucy’s. This will be a planning

meeting, discussing which of our chosen books will be read for which month.

We usually meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 11:30 to enjoy

% lunch and conversation. Our normal place to meet is Stella’s. Anyone who
likes to read is invited to join us for a year of good books, good food, and

Labor Day is a federal holiday in the United States celebrated on the first
Monday of September to honor and recognize the American labor movement

I A B@R and the works and contributions of laborers to the development and
—/ achievements in the United States. The Grace Church Office will be closed

'Hﬂaf: Monday, September 1, in observance of Labor Day.

———_ FO Food Pantry Collections: A huge thanks to everyone as you continue
" Pantr to bring food for the food bank box near the office. New Notice!!!

y There is a need for diapers, especially sizes 3-6. Your donation is
Needs much appreciated. To date, we have collected over 5,263 pounds of
2, food (we have made fifty-three deliveries, twenty-three to Main Street
S United Methodist, and thirty to Calvary United Methodist, Stuarts Draft).

Monday Thursday

2 Samuel 7:1-17 2 Samuel 11:1-27

Acts 18:1-11 Acts 19:11-20

Mark 8:11-21 Mark 9:2-13

Morning Psalm 5, Evening 82 v Morning Psalm 97, Evening 136
Tuesday Friday

218:12-28 2 Samuel 12:1-14

Mark 8:22-33 9% Acts 9:14-29

Morning Psalm 42, Evening 102 Morning Psalm 51, Evening 142
Wednesday Saturday

2 Samuel 9:1-13 2 Samuel 12:15-31

Acts 19:1-10 Acts 20:1-16

Mark 8:34—9:1 Mark 9:30-41

Morning Psalm 89:1-18, Evening 1 Morning Psalm 104, Evening 138
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/ Life of Grace Church
HE“_O ~' August 31-
September 7, 2025

Day Date Time Meetings, etc.
10:00 a.m. Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday 08/31 Service of Holy Communion
11:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Monday | 09/01 LAB®R  Church Office Closed /%,
'@G# B ;;QE\\/TQAQ
Tuesday 09/02 9:30 a.m. Quilters (Fellowship Hall)
10:00 a.m. Prayer Group (Chapel)
6:00 p.m. Yoga (Seminar Room)
Wednesday | 09/03 | 600 p.m. Community Meal
6:15 p.m. Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir Practice
12:30 p.m. Bridge Club (Fellowship Hall)
Thursday | 09/04
6:00 p.m. CCE&J—Christ Tabernacle
Pastor—Caroline Furnace
Friday 09/05
Church Office Closed
11:00 a.m. CCE&J Prayer Vigil—Christ Tabernacle
Saturday 09/06 .
11:00 a.m. Yoga (Seminar Room)
10:00 a.m. Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
God’s Work: Our Hands
Service of Holy Communion
Sunday 09/07
11:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Children’s Sunday School
3:30 p.m. Pastor—Vespers at Summit Square
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M\ Grace Church Councit _J\__

Allison Fink, Presidernt
(540-448-0985)
Linda Meyer, Vice President
(540-256-2277)

Peqgy Caister (434-964-7461)
Jacob Dolan (720-8832-1636)
Jack Fckstromt (240-344-3176)
Susan Myers (434-760-1660)
Jim Nelson (434-826-8923)
Kate Van Bremern (614-746-4792)
Karen Walck (765-480-9920)
Donna Yobs (650-248-4852)
Ron Almarode, Treasurer
Charles Goodrich, Financial Secretary

Grace Church Staff

Rev. Paul Pingel, Pastor
Fmail: pastorpingel@gmail.com
Mike Myers, Organist, Director of Music
Fmail: mickhdking@aol.com
Nancy Dowdy, Administrative Secretary
Fmail: Grace.lc@comcast.net

Offtce Hours: 8:00—11:30 a.m. and 12:30—2:30 p.m.,
Monday-Thursday Closed Friday

Jacebook.comygelc.elca
youtube.com/GraceFvangelicall utheranfiurch Waynesboro
Internet: www.gracelutfieranwaynesboro.ory

Telephone: 540.949.6171
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